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command of the royal army.    This kindly proposal was
declined.
Churchill marched south with great rapidity. He reached
Bridport on 'June 17, having covered 120 miles in four days.
The situation was even more serious than had been sup-
posed when he left London. The nobility and gentry, whose
influence had so long returned Sir Winston to the House of
Commons, were loyal in the Cavalier tradition to the King,
The people, countryfolk and townsmen alike, were for the
Duke and Dissenting Protestantism. The militias of Dorset,
Devon, and Somerset had been partially mobilized under the
general direction of the Duke of Albemarle. Their training
and discipline were weak, and their hearts were with "the
Protestant Duke." Reinforcements of regular troops were
imperative. From Bridport Churchill wrote to the King :
I am sorry to send your Majesty this ill news ; which is [that]
unless speedy course be taken, we are like to lose this [part of
the] country to the rebels ; for we have those two [militia] regi-
ments run away a second time . . . and it happened thus : The
Duke of Albemarle sends to Sir E. Phellipps and Colonel Luttrell,
that he would be at Axminster on such a day with some forces,
and would have them meet him there; so away marched those
two regiments, one out of Chard and the other out of Crewkern ;
and when they came to the top of the hill within half a quarter
of a mile of the town, there came out some country people, and
said the Duke of Monmouth was in the town; at that, one
Captain Littleton cried out, We are all betrayed I so the soldiers
immediately look[ed] one upon another, and threw down their
arms, and fled, leaving their Officers and Colours-behind; half, if
not the greatest part, are gone to the rebels. I do humbly submit
this to your Majesty's commands in what I shall do in it, for
there is not any relying on these regiments that are left unless we
had some of your Majesty's standing forces to lead them on and
encourage them; for at this unfortunate news I never saw people
so much daunted in my life.1
On the 18th Churchill was at Axminster, and on the I9th
at Chard, in country which he knew so well (Ashe House was
but eight miles away). Here his patrols came into contact
1 Northumberland Papers, H.M.C., in, 99.
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